
The longtime director of the Bethany Center, Wilma A. Earls, 84, passed away 
on Friday, Nov. 19, at the Miami Valley Hospital in Dayton.  Earls was one of 
the founding board members of the Bethany Center in 1998 after going to        
Fr. Frank Keferl of St. Mary Church at the time. Earls soon helped grow the 
soup kitchen to a food pantry and clothing bank. 

“She loved the people, and they loved her,” said Cathy Large, of the Bethany 
Center. Large, who was also a close friend with Earls, recalled how Earls        
impacted the local community by caring for others, especially those who were in need of the basic 
necessities.  “She had so many things that she wanted to do, and she did accomplish a lot of them,” 
Large said. “Her main goal was to make sure they were fed.” 

“It was a joy to work with her,” Large said, describing how Earls would light up when she spoke to 
the patrons of the Bethany Center. “She was a surrogate mother to a lot of them. Earls knew what 
people needed,” Large said, as she offered everything from comfort and prayers to firm guidance 
and support to those who needed it.  “You couldn’t help but be a better person when you were 
around Wilma,” Large said. 

Large said the Bethany Center offered other programs throughout the years, such as tutoring, when 
there were students and others in need. Earls was also a strong advocate of the Bethany Center’s 
cold shelter. 

Earls’ health prevented her from being at the Bethany Center full-time in recent years, but anytime 
she could be there, Large said they got her there.  “She was always our director,” Large said.  Earls’ 
Christian faith was also a strong part of her motivation for helping others, telling Large and others 
that “the good Lord’s hand was in it at all times.” 

Paul Green, the president of the Piqua Association of Churches, said Earls was the first nominee for 
and recipient of the association’s Hero of Faith award. Green said Earls was supportive of both the 
Piqua Association of Churches and him personally, giving him support when he needed it.  “She’s 
always been in somebody’s corner in one way or the other,” Green said. “Wilma was known       
because she cared about people, and she let people know that.” 

“She will definitely be missed by a lot of people in Piqua and the surrounding areas,” Large said. 
For Large, Earls was not only a close friend, but an inspiration.  “Everybody has their heroes, and 
Wilma’s mine,” Large said. 

Earls’ family shared a message on social media, describing Earls’ impact on both their family and the 
community at large. “We were blessed to have her as our mother, grams, aunt, friend, but we’re also 
aware of how many lives she has touched outside of our family. She served her community humbly with 
compassion and kindness,” her family wrote.  When Earls came across a need, she found a way to help, 
they said. 

“She poured her heart and soul into the Bethany Center and was proud of what the organization was able 
to accomplish, even if there was always more she felt they could provide,” her family wrote. “She set 
our standard for what it means to be a good Christian, a good neighbor, and an exceptional human being. 
We will all miss her smile and laughter, but her love and spirit will continue each time we lend a hand, 
donate time or resources, or advocate for someone not able to do so for themselves. We all very much 
appreciate the love and respect you have shown her over the years.”   Continued on Page 8 
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St. Mary Altar Society:    

St. Mary Altar Society recently prepared and sent Christmas cards to parishioners who are home-
bound or confined to the local nursing homes. The members met at the Lighthouse Cafe for a 
Christmas Luncheon and a brief meeting.  They are hoping to be able to resume a more normal 
meeting schedule in the near future.  

St. Clara Ladies Society: 

St. Clara Ladies Society met on December 2, 2021 for their annual Christmas dinner. Eleven ladies were in 
attendance at 3 Joe’s restaurant, with a rosary at each place setting.  We gathered at the home of Karen  
Warner and addressed Christmas cards to the home bound and residents of assisted living and nursing homes 
to be sent and hand delivered. 

The annual cookie walk was held on December 11 and 12 in the Caserta Center. Many thanks to all who   
donated and purchased cookies. Total profit was $175.00 which will be used to purchase items for the church. 

Our monthly meetings are held the second Tuesday of every month at 7:00 PM in the Caserta Center. We 
conduct business for the society followed by a study of “Women of the Bible.” All ladies are welcome to   
attend. 

Adult Faith Formation:  

Mass of Remembrance: On Sunday, November 7, at 2:00 PM, sixty-one deceased members or former  
members of St. Boniface and St. Mary parishes were remembered with a special mass and candle lighting          
ceremony.  A reception was held in the North St. Campus cafeteria following mass. 

Prayer Partners:  Parishioners are partnered with fourteen Confirmation candidates and four RCIA candi-
dates and catechumens supporting them in prayer throughout their formation time until Confirmation on 
March 13 or the Easter Vigil mass on April 16. 

Coffee and Doughnuts: On Sunday, December 5, after the 9:00 and 11:00 AM masses, Family Life hosted 
the coffee and doughnuts with a special appearance by St. Nicholas.  All children received a special gift from 
him. 

Family Movie: On Saturday, February 19, a special presentation of the movie Heaven Is For Real will be 
shown in the Caserta Center cafeteria starting at 7:00 PM.  All families are invited to attend. Popcorn and 
lemonade will be provided.  Watch for the flyer in the new year. 

Lent 2022: Plans are now being discussed for a half day retreat/program on March 5th and a small group   
Bible study book discussion.  Stations of the Cross will also be held. 

The Adult Faith Formation Commission is comprised of members from St. Boniface and St. Mary parishes 
and meets on the third Tuesday of the month August through June at 7:00 PM. New members are welcome. 
For questions concerning our activities, please contact Barb Kohl, chairperson (937-773-9205 or 
bkohl@woh.rr.com). 
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St. Boniface/St. Mary Mission Committee:     

The Mission Committee would like to thank all the people that have donated to 
the missions from the envelopes on the Giving Trees.  We would, also, like to 
thank all the people that have donated during this past year items for the rummage 
sale, the inspiration booth, and the aluminum cans. This year has been quite    
difficult with the pandemic, but the Mission Committee has survived due to the 
help of all the parishioners that have donated to our causes.  

We are hoping that we can go back to selling desserts for the fish fries, and that 
we can continue our efforts with the other projects we do.   We hope that some of 
you will come forward and join our committee and hopefully enjoy doing the   
projects that we do.                          

May all of you have a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

St. Mary Family Life: 

St. Mary will again be hosting the Lenten fish fries during Lent.  Current plans are to have dine-in and carry 
out.  Stay tuned for final plans once we are closer to the first fish fry. Looking forward to seeing all of you in 
2022! 

St. Mary Festival:  

2022 Festival dates are being planned for Friday June 3 and Saturday June 4. Additional festival and commit-
tee details will be provided after the holidays. We are looking for volunteers to support the many  activity 
booths, gambling, raffle, food, etc. that have been traditionally offered in past years’ festivals. If you'd like to 
volunteer, please email stmarysfestivalpiqua@gmail.com or contact Nick and Michelle Cox, 937-203-1800.  

Welcome to Christ Renews His Parish: 

A women’s one day retreat was held on Saturday,       
November 13,  at the Downing St. Campus. Fifteen 
women— Ruth Baker, Elizabeth Bingham, Alison 
Cianciolo, Barb Coffing, Mindy Cordonnier, Judy 
Cutcher, Laura Daehnke, Kari Fox, Melissa Galbreath, 
Deb Mikolajewski, Rebecca Pepiot, Anita Polakowski, 
Theresa Sippel,  Alice Smith, and Tammy Young — 
attended with twelve Team members.  Formation leaders 
were Judy Lohnes and Eden Merrifield with Mary Knapke as Retreat Leader. 

Respect Life of Piqua Parishes: 

We would like to thank everyone who brought gifts to the Giving Tree for Elizabeth’s New Life Center.  
They do a wonderful work of helping abortion-minded women choose life for their babies.  And the gifts you 
bring help these mothers provide for their children.   

January 22, 2022 will be a day to remember the babies who were never given the opportunity to live their 
lives and bring their God-given talents into the world.  There will be “Tombstones” in both churches to high-
light the babies who have died due to abortion in the state of Ohio.  Please pray for an end to this horrible 
Holocaust on unborn children. 

Cursillo/ Ultreya: 

The Ultreya here in Piqua meets on the 4th Saturday of every month, from 9:15 to 10:30am.  
Please join us at the Caserta Center to share your journey of faith.  Sharing our journeys in 
faith is important to us all finding God in our lives. 

The next Men’s Cursillo is March 17 to the 20, 2022.  Our own Dana Decknadel will be the rector for the 
weekend.  Men, join Dana and the team as you continue on this journey of life and discovering the love of 
God in everyday life. 

Parish Activities Continued 

Tendin g th e Master ’s  Vineyard  

Mark Your Calendar:                                   
Mission Committee 

Rummage Sale                            
July 9 & 10, 2022 

mailto:stmarysfestivalpiqua@gmail.com
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St. Boniface Family Life:  

SANTA: The Family/Parish Life Group thanks you for your overwhelming support of and 
donations to its annual Christmas project — the Shut-ins And Needy Treats Appeal.  Your 
generous “caring/sharing” helped to bring the Christmas spirit to 23 families in our communi-
ty, including 37 adults & 51 children.  In addition to the gifts, fresh fruit plates/poinsettias 
were delivered to our parishes’ shut-ins and staff.  Our parishes’ Mission Committee Projects 
and the Elizabeth New Life Center  received donations, too. Thanks to the following for the 
giving of their time at this very busy time of year.   

Fruit Plate/Flower Delivery:  8th Grade Confirmation Candidate 
— Gianna James and her family.  Gift Delivery: Mary Ellen 
Buechter,   Dana Decknadel, Abby, Eli, and Isaac Hemm, Gianna 
James, Chuck Peltier, Geri Ryan, and Benny & Stacy Scott. 

Cabbage Roll/Heritage Bread Sale:   875 cabbage rolls and 350+ 
loaves of bread were sold at our annual Cabbage Roll/Heritage 
Bread Sale in November.  Thanks to ALL who helped make the 
cabbage rolls, baked bread, and worked at the sale —Dave & Karen 
Butt, Ron & Susan Curtis, Tweetie Duer, Mike & Ann Epperly,  
Sister Ginny, Theresa Henderson, Jim Hemm, Cheryl Herbe, Jody 

& Bonnie Josefovsky, Barb Kohl, Rich & Pat Knab, Doug & Dolores Latham, Diane Mengos, Chuck, Nan-
cy, Craig Peltier, Leroy Phyillaier, Deb Tyler, Juanita Ventura, Karen Warner, and Robbie Webb.                                                                                               

And thanks, too, to ALL who helped market the sale & made purchases.  One more “Thank You” to our  
Parishes’ Staffs — for always helping with St. Boniface Family Life activities.  

St. Boniface “Oktoberfest” Quilt Raffle:  

This year’s full-size (68x90”) quilt top, Grandmother’s Flower 
Garden, was partially pieced by Dorothy Peltier Kroger and       
donated by her daughter, Joann Lyons.  Dorothy was a sister to St. 
Boniface members Paul Peltier, Sr. and Charlene Olds; aunt to Paul 
and Chuck Peltier. The piecing of the quilt was finished by Betty 
Bell Elliott.  Donating the supplies, she also sandwiched the quilt 
top, batting, and backing.  It was quilted by St. Boniface parishion-
ers and friends -- Connie Bonifas, Betty Elliott, Rose Hemm, 
Dolores Latham, Cindy Nelson, Gloria Stonerock, and Deb Tyler.   

A “Hydrangea” lap quilt, cross-stitched by Peg Bell White, will be 
auctioned, too.  It was machine quilted by Janet Lee and bound by 

her daughter, Michelle Patrizio.   

The first name drawn will have his/her choice of the two quilts; the second 
name wins the remaining quilt. 

Raffle tickets are $1.00/each or 6/$5.00.  Raffle tickets may be purchased by 
dropping off tickets/donation to St. Boniface Parish Office, 310 S. Downing, 
Piqua, Ohio 45356.  Please include name/phone number and write “quilt” on the 
envelope. Quilt raffle tickets can be purchased online at http://
stbonifaceoktoberfest.org. The deadline to submit/purchase raffle tickets 
is by noon on December 31, 2021. The winning tickets will be drawn 
later that afternoon.  

For additional info, email stbonifacequilt@gmail.com or call the parish office at 
937-773-1656. All proceeds from the quilt raffle benefit the St. Boniface        
Oktoberfest.     

            

Thank 
You !!!! 

Parish Activities Continued 

http://stbonifaceoktoberfest.org
http://stbonifaceoktoberfest.org
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Parish Activities Continued– Oktoberfest 2021 



Volume XIII ,  I s sue  4  Pag e 6  
Volume XIII ,  I s sue  4  Pag e 6  

 

 

 

Fatima Rosary:   

On Saturday, October 16, 2021, the Fatima Rosary Rally was held on the square on Piqua’s Main Street, 
because “The Rosary is the most powerful weapon against evil and sin in our Arsenal of Prayers.” 

Many thanks to Eden Merrifield for designing the flyer, to Linda Richard and Theresa Henderson for     
getting the flyers and Save the Date messages in the bulletins in a timely manner, to Judy Lohnes’ help in 
helping with the musical portion and for supplying the microphone, to Pat Jacomet for leading the singing, 
to John Vavroch, my husband, and  Chris O’Leary, my son, who held the banner up on a very chilly and 
windy day, to Don and Gloria        
Stonerock and Mary Giesseman for 
participating in the program, to Jim 
Linthicum’s help in holding the micro-
phone for each of us who lead a portion 
of the Rosary, and for Gloria for notic-
ing a man in a van near us who saw the 
Rally and stopped to participate.  He 
was from Loveland, Ohio, and she   
offered him the program and sign-in 
sheet. Also, a very big THANK YOU 
to the 31 people who attended the Rally.          
God Bless, Barbara O’Leary-Vavroch 

Children’s Liturgy: Taking place during the 
11am Mass, this Ministry is for Grades K-4. The 
children are escorted to the Caserta Center for 
the Sunday readings and discussion, lasting 
about 20  minutes. The dates for the upcoming 
Children’s Liturgies are January 9 & 30; Febru-
ary 6 & 27; March 6 & 27; and April 3 & 10.  
For additional info, contact Diane Mengos, 
dmengos@piquaparishes.org or call the parish 
office. 

Parish & Other Activities Continued 

Matthew 18:20:  “For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
there I am in the midst of them.” 

Hope for Haiti of the Miami Valley 

As most of you know by now, the August 14 earthquake in Haiti and the tropical storm that followed a 
week later has further devastated this very poor country. Coupled with the corruption, the murdering of 
the president, gangs trying to take control of the country and kidnapping, all add to this devastation. 90% 
of the Haitian people are very poor but have a great resolve, and they really need our help. First and  
foremost, they  need our prayers, and secondly they need our financial help.  

Over the last 12 years the Hope for Haiti of the Miami Valley, along with the Hope for Haiti of Boca 
Grande, has built over 550 homes, 2 community centers/ churches, two schools, 2 dormitories, a clin-
ic,  husbandry and farm equipment, and fishing villages. We will continue to do what we can to help  
relieve the suffering of the Haitian people. This year, because of the sad conditions of the earthquake and 
storm, we immediately started our planning for the 2022 fundraising campaign. Our goal is to build 50 
houses and a community center/church in the most damaged area of the earthquake. All the past donors 
should be receiving their invitation to our virtual event. This will include the information on the link to 
see the video and information on how you can help. For those who do not receive the invitation, you can 
go to our website, foodforthepoor.org/miamivalley where all that information is available.  

We understand that there is a lot of need in our country and our world. However, Haiti is one of the poor-
est countries there is and with all that is happening, it could very possibly be considered the poorest. 
Please, everyone can pray for Haiti and give if you can. Many Blessings!!  The HFHMV Committee  



Lehman High School Class of 1971 held their 50th class reunion on September 25, 2021. As a result of the 
consolidation of Piqua Catholic High School and Holy Angels High School, Lehman High School was      
created. Father Robert Monnin was the first principal. 108 seniors became the first graduating class in the 
spring of 1971. 

The reunion evening began with 
Mass in the Lehman chapel        
celebrated by Father Dennis      
Jaspers, a former principal. 12   
deceased members of the class 
were remembered. Following 
Mass,  Sister Ginny Scherer gave a 
tour of renovated areas of Lehman     
Catholic and highlighted changes 
that have taken place over the last 
50 years. Of particular interest was 
the Engineering room, which uses 
CAD (computer-aided design soft-
ware) and is utilized by all grade 
levels. Sister also explained the    
development and growth of the 
STEM curriculum. 

Following the tour, classmates    
gathered at Shelby Oaks Golf Club 
in Sidney for Happy Hour and a buf-
fet dinner catered by The Spot    
Restaurant in Sidney. In addition to  
Sister Ginny, former teachers, Sister 
Ann Gorman and Sister Dorothy        
William, were able to join in                                   
the dinner  and celebration. 

St. Nick’s Visit-December 5 
 

 LCHS’s 1st Graduating Class —1971 — 50th Reunion 

Pag e 7  Tendin g th e Master ’s  Vineyard  

Back Row: Tim Geise, Dave Swift, Dan O’Leary, Keith Nagy, Tom Kothman,            

Dan Hoying, Craig Peltier, Carl Mertz, Hank Cianciolo, John Freytag, Ron Baker  

Row 3:  Tim Hinger, Jeff Bunnell 

Row 2:  Helen Phlipot Baer, Carol Barhorst Robbins, Jim Holthaus, Bev Peltier Brown, 
Mark Johnston, Pam Peltier Johnston, Pam Steinke Kennedy,  Ellen Rihm Jay,     
Mary Lou Yenney Fierce, Linda Lochtefeld Harris, Ginny Mirsberger Mertz,           

Linda Kerrigan Klopfenstein 

Front Row: Chris Yount, Joe Drapp, John White, Sara Hennessey Favorite,          
Kathy McClain Bevans, Amy Lauterbur Hicks, Doris Bemus Kasprak,                       

Ann Jacomet  Kniess, Bill Jay 

THANK YOU, TOM JENKINS 
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Founded in 1921, Catholic Social Services of the Miami Valley is a non-profit agency committed to helping 
vulnerable individuals and families of all ages in a ten-county region in southwest and west central Ohio.    

Our Senior Services help clients 60 and over age-in-place while staying safe and maintaining dignity and 
quality of life.   We provide care management for PASSPORT (Ohio’s Medicaid waiver program) and other 
publicly funded programs for the elderly in Miami, Darke,      Shelby, Champaign, Logan, and Preble Coun-

ties. Designated as a Single-Entry Point for Long Term Services and 
Supports by the State of Ohio, the Northern Office of CSSMV in    
Sidney is the initial contact for families in these six counties in need of 
resources and guidance. Call us at 937-498-4593 for more  infor-
mation or to schedule a free  assessment of your older loved one.  

General Counseling for individuals of all ages, couples, and families 
is provided by professional and licensed therapists in our office in  
Sidney.  Most insurances are accepted.  Call 937-498-4593 to schedule 
an appointment.    

Our RideConnect program is looking for volunteer drivers who can 
help bridge transportation gaps by providing free rides to medical   
appointments, jobs, and shopping.  Drivers will be thoroughly trained, 
use their own vehicles, and receive reimbursement for mileage. For 
more information, email RideConnect@cssmv-sidney.org or call     
833-289-0227 ext. 1195.   

Our FoodSource program can always use more volunteers.  The program provides a 40-pound box of staple 
foods to homebound seniors once a month in Miami, Darke, and Shelby Counties. For more information, call 
937-498-4593 and ask about volunteering to deliver for FoodSource.  

Mark your calendars for our 2022 Events: 

             Monday, July 18, 2022  

              Golf Outing at NCR Golf Club in Dayton 

Friday, August 12, 2022  

Celebration of Caring at the Round Barn at Orrmont in Piqua.                                                                       
(Entertainment will be Dueling Pianos International)  

To date over 200 individuals/families have registered to receive the parishes’                        
newsletter electronically. To sign-up for paperless, send your email address(es) to            
piquaparishesnewsletter@gmail.com.  Doing so will reduce the cost/time involved in as-
sembling/mailing this quarterly publication.  Also, you will be able to print the newsletter 
in color; easily forward it to relatives/friends.          Thank You, Renee & Rose  

Continued from Page 1: Earls was a member of St. Boniface Catholic Church, and she was also a member of  
St. Clare’s Chapel at the church. Earls worked at Quality Forms Printing Co. in Piqua for 11 years and at   
B. F. Goodrich in Troy for seven years. Earls was also a recipient of the Margaret Hinsch award from the 
Piqua Community Foundation. Earls married her husband, Phillip, on Oct. 4, 1980. He preceded her in 
death on Sept. 11, 2009. Earls is survived by two daughters and a son-in-law, four grandchildren, five great-
grandchildren, and one great great-granddaughter. She was also preceded in death by one sister and one son
-in-law. 

mailto:RideConnect@cssmv-sidney.org
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Weddings:             

St. B.— None 

St. M.  
Eric Swartz & Alyssa Westgerdes (10/16/21) 

 

Baptisms:          
St. M.— None 

St. B. 
Arianna Kayann Marie Wale, Liam Richard Daniel   

Caserta, & Zane Charles Caserta 
Children of William & Destine Caserta  

(11/14/21) 

Harper Carolann Rank 
Daughter of Mitchell & Jessica (Butt) Rank  

(11/26/21) 

Mason Richard Curtis 
Son of Paul Curtis & Tawny Cherubini  

(12/05/21) 

Palmer Kate Peterson 
Daughter of James & Ashley Peterson  

(12/19/21) 

Deaths:  “Our sympathy to the family members of 
these parishioners who have been called to their eter-
nal reward.”             

St. B. 
Joretta L. Symons (09/15/21) 
Norman H. Kinnett (10/09/21) 
Rose Ann Kinnett (10/11/21) 
Thomas J. Efeney (10/10/21) 
Garry L. Lambert (10/17/21) 
Karen L. Hinger (10/21/21) 

Robert C. Heckman (11/14/12) 
Wilma Ann Earls (11/19/21) 

St. M. 
Patrick L. Francis (10/19/21) 

New Members:  “Our parish family welcomes/welcomes back . . .” 

St. M.: Benjamin & Melissa Boyer and son, Connor; Andrew & Angela Henman and children, Ryan,       
Matthew, & Evelyn; Robert & Heather Mikolajewski and children, Brady, Cohen, and Posey;                           

Brian Smithberger  

St. B.: Paul Curtis and Mason Richard Curtis  

Parish Notes 

Matthew Apple 
Carter Barhorst 

Nora Bates 
Kaitlyn Cox 

Kathryn Davis 
Trevor Ford 
Ezra Hess 

Hunter Kreitzer 

Paxton Mikolajewski 
Maxon Peterson 
Danny Richard 
Piper Schmidt 
Jaxson Scott 
Kyada Stone 
Emily Verrill 
Arianna Wale 

First Reconciliation: (December 11, 2021)    

Brad Zimmerman, PCS Principal, Receives “Pride of Workmanship” Award 

The Piqua Rotary Club annually recognizes community members who display outstanding qualities  - in terms of    
approach, attitude, dedication and commitment to their job, profession, or vocation in life.  Since 2017, Brad has been 
the principal of PCS and the CFEL.  His strong personal faith is evident in all he does, and he has worked tirelessly in 
his position to establish financial security and a balanced budget each year.  He has also helped to establish a positive 
school spirit with staff, teachers, and students, and has highly engaged parents along with an active board. Brad also 
helped to organize an active volunteer organization that assists the school in numerous ways.  

CONGRATS — PRINCIPAL ZIMMERMAN 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.homemade-preschool.com%2Fcpa-happy-new-year-hats.html&psig=AFQjCNGklMRYgIMZYfbx_7GhtQiJOIaIyQ&ust=1451671495954324
http://images.clipartpanda.com/reconciliation-clipart-reconciliation_sacrament_coloring-pages_1.gif


$7 A Month Club Seeks to Grow 
Hello, Parishioners: 

Our parishes are blessed by the 119 members of our current $7 A Month Club, but we welcome more.  As 
expenses rise for our church, as for our society, having more members helps cover those costs.  

The purpose of the $7 A Month Club is to financially support the mission of bringing Gospel joy and truth 
to our children, and to help our adult Catholics to grow in our Catholic faith as well. Passing on the faith 
involves training teachers (even that costs a little), buying classroom supplies, buying supplemental 
items for service experiences and worship, and many other expenses. Because we basically only charge for 
the textbook, our families on Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings enroll for nearly free. That encour-
ages more to come. Your donations make free religious education accessible. Our faith formation program 
also serves Piqua Catholic through sacrament prep, VBS, and many other opportunities. 

Members not only support faith formation, but also can enjoy weekly drawings (one $25 winner is named 
in our bulletin each week) and the Annual Dinner. Live music, delicious food (The Spot Catering), fellow-
ship, and the reverse raffle make for a great evening for all at the Annual Dinner. The grand prize winners 
at this year's dinner were: 

Tom and Renie Huffman--$50 

Earl and Nancy Sever--$75 
Stacey and Mike Earhart--$100 
Dan and Carol Fortman--$250 

John David Comolli--$500 

To join the $7 A Month Club, please complete the form in this newsletter or at the center and ramp doors 
of the churches (the forms in the churches are pink) and send to the parish office as the bottom of the form 
indicates.  Patrons can pay monthly, bi-annually, or in one sum. 

God bless you  
for your donation  

to a very worthy cause! 
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Religious Education/Youth Ministry—Diane Mengos 

Starting in January, the St. B. Stitchers will continue working on quilts for upcoming  
St. Boniface “Oktoberfest” Quilt Raffles.  The group will be meeting on Wednesdays, 
1-3pm, in the St. Boniface Meeting Room at the Caserta Center.  Participants can 
work on cross-stitching, cutting, piecing, etc. as quilts are readied for upcoming      

raffles.  Experienced or unexperienced (we will teach you) individuals are invited to join us.  Watch the 
bulletin for additional information or contact Rose at 937-778-8642 or stbonifacequilt@gmail.com. 
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Happy New Year —Diane Mengos 

 

Seven Dollar-A-Month Club 
Membership Form for 2022 

 

Thank you for supporting Religious Education Programs in our Parishes!! 

 

           My Name is ________________________________________________ 

 

 A terrific catered meal (1 or 2) will be provided free of charge for the $7 A Month 
Club members on December 3, 2022.  Each membership is good for 1 or 2 persons.  

 

____Yes! I would like to be a member of the 2022 Seven Dollar-A-Month Club! Each 
membership is for one or two persons. Each week, one membership wins $25 from the 
hopper; winners are announced in the Religious Ed column of the bulletin and a check 
is mailed to the home of each winner. Please mail this form to the address at the bot-
tom of this page soon. 
 

 

 
   

 

 

 
Name (s) : __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Address:   Phone: (       )  

 

 City:   ____________  State:_____  Zip:   ____ Email:  __________________________ 

  

PAYMENT SCHEDULE:  Send your payment to the address below or place in the collection basket at 
Mass. 

 ANNUALLY             $84.00        ________Included with this form 

 SEMI-ANNUALLY     $42.00        _______ Included with this form; second payment due June 1, 2022 

 EVERY TWO MONTHS $14.00    ________Included with this form; due every other first Sunday of the month 

     MONTHLY             $  7.00        ________Included with this form; due First Sunday of each month  

     

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:$     Check #________    THANK YOU FOR JOINING! 

 

 

 
 
 

You may write your name and another, i.e. a spouse or 
friend.  What you write will be used in the bulletin to 
announce winners and on the wall at the Celebration 
Dinner where members names are all posted for prizes. 

Please write checks to the Catholic Education Fund.  Please write “$7 A Month Club 2022” in the check memo. 

Please send this form and payments to 

Catholic Education Fund, Piqua Parishes Office 

Attention:  Linda Richard 

310 South Downing Street 

Piqua, OH  45356 



Piqua Catholic School:   

From all of us here at Piqua Catholic School (P-8), we want to wish you a very Merry 
CHRISTmas and a Happy New Year! We are extremely blessed by all of you and the 
support you give and have given to Piqua Catholic School.  The growth of the school 
continues as we serve 224 students, Preschool-8th grade.  

We remain dedicated to serving each other and our school families as we model the 
teachings of Jesus Christ each day. Our focus remains in our Lord, always, as we   
uphold high expectations and strong Christian values of Love, Respect, and            
Discipline. Our world needs Catholic education more than ever before, and we are 
happy to provide it here in Piqua! 

Here are the highlights from the past few months here at Piqua Catholic: 

• Dollars For Our Scholars: A great big THANK YOU! to Bonne        
Decknadel and the many who make up the Dollars For Our Scholars team.  
This is an important fundraiser for Piqua Catholic, and we  appreciate all of 
those who helped sell tickets and those who purchased a ticket.  Mrs. B’s 
catering was very good, and the Miami Valley Centre Mall banquet room is 
a great place for this event (Thank you, Phil King, Manager,  for the 
space!). This generates more than $10,000 annually for our school!   
 

• Piqua Catholic Annual Fund: We are excited to have launched our first-ever Piqua Catholic Annual 
Fund Campaign! We are so grateful for those alumni, families and friends of the school who have      
already donated. If you haven’t donated, there’s still time!  All gifts are tax deductible, unrestricted and 
are used immediately for current programs, faculty compensation and professional development,        
curriculum and classroom enhancements, arts, athletics, religious education, retreats, and community 
service programs. Interested in learning more about our Annual Fund and the impact of your gift to    
Piqua Catholic School?  Visit our FAQs on our website at www.piquacatholic.org/annualfund  Ready to 
donate? Checks can be made payable to Piqua Catholic School (memo: Annual Fund) and mailed to 503 
W. North St., Piqua, OH 45356, or donate via credit card at our website above.   Thank you! 
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Our Preschool is continuing to grow and improve.  Follow us on Facebook to 
see the wonderful activities our students do. 

Facility Upgrades:  We are all very excited about the purchase and installation 
of a new shed for our playground on Downing Street! Our students love to play 
outside whenever possible.  Now we can keep bikes, balls, chalk, garden       
supplies, and so much more within easy reach of our teachers and students as 
they enjoy critical outdoor activity.  And thanks to a $650.00 grant from       
The Piqua Community Foundation, we are able to fill our new shed with some 
amazing gross motor equipment and apparatus.   

Playground Project: For the past few years, we have been working on plans for 
a playground improvement project on Downing Street. The idea is to keep our current structures, but add a 
new play area with equipment specifically made for children ages 3-5.  We will build a play loft with tons of 
interactive aspects, a climbing mound, some spinners, and bouncy seats. There will also be a tricycle path 
and shade for our sandbox. In the garden we will create a learning station with more interactive panels and 
shade.  The entire project will cost $83,439.  To date, we have collected $54,700 in private donations and 
Miami County Foundation gave us a grant worth $4,178.00.  We are still looking to collect the final 
$24,561 to break ground on this great project. 

School News  

http://www.piquacatholic.org/annualfund
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• Piqua Catholic School Special Projects Fund: We are also excited to have established this fund through 
the Piqua Community Foundation. If you are interested in making a long-term donation (legacy gift,   
bequest, etc.), we would love to talk with you! These funds will support the “Above and Beyond” our 
school budget projects that will launch the school far into the future. Please contact the school at 937-773
-1564 or email cavalier@piquacatholic.org.  Thank you!  

• Pancake Breakfast:  Thank you to everyone who came out 
to the Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, Oct.17.  The Knights of 
Columbus sponsored this event as a fundraiser for Piqua 
Catholic’s Annual Fund.  Because of your generosity and the 
generosity of the K of C, $877 was raised from this breakfast.  
The Knights of Columbus gifted an additional $500 towards the 
campaign, making it a total of $1,377 to support Piqua Catholic 
School.  Every dollar raised during this Annual Fund will go 
directly to our teachers/staff and the students and families we 
serve.  A special Thank You to all who volunteered at this 
event, especially Jody Malone, Grand Knight of the K of C here 
in Piqua. We are also pleased to announce that the Knights of 
Columbus will be hosting a second Pancake Breakfast on Janu-
ary 9 at the school’s North St. campus cafeteria. Please join us!  

 

• SCRIP, Kroger Plus, etc.: Please consider purchasing your gift cards by using our SCRIP program  after 
masses and through the school. You can come to the school and purchase these, and if you call ahead of 
time we will have them ready for you!  Additionally, there are many other ways that your regular     
spending dollars can support our school, including your Kroger Plus card.  SCRIP and Kroger Plus are 
two of the largest fundraisers for our school, bringing in over $10,000/year, and it only takes a few 
minutes of your time.  If you’re unsure how to assign our school to your Kroger Plus card, please        
message or call us!  Piqua Catholic School needs your support. Thank you to all who support our school 
in these ways and so many others.  We wouldn’t be able to operate without it. 
 

• 1957 Chevy: Mr. Tom Jenkins visited our 1st grade class in 
October to show them his vintage 1957 Chevy Fire Chief car. 
The students were excited to get their picture taken in front of 
the car while wearing a “Chief for a Day” fire helmet.               
Mr. Jenkins hopes to see some of these boys and girls join the 
fire department one day.  Thank you, Mr. Jenkins, for making 
our  day. 

• Cavalier of the Quarter Winners for 2Q:  K- Bexley 
Mikolajewski | K-Elizabeth Yant | 1- Julianna Sherry | 2- Arian-
na Wale | 3- Luke Swartz | 4- Aubree Evans | 5- MaKenzie Ford 
| 6- Carey Yant |   7- Olivia Sherry | 8- Kayden Franklin   

• Damascus Confirmation Retreat:  In November, our 8th grade students and a few of our faith formation 
students attended the Damascus Catholic Mission Campus in Centerburg, OH for a weekend Confirma-
tion Retreat.  It’s inspiring and motivating for all of us when our students come back from these experi-
ences as they share the love of Christ with all of us. Please add these young men and women to your 
prayers as they take these steps towards being confirmed in the Spring. 

• Christmas Concert: Through the wonderful leadership of Ms. Rachel Thornsberry, our music and band 
instructor, our Preschool – 4th grade students put on a great performance.  We were astonished of the  
turnout that we had with approximately 450 attendees.  Beyond teaching them the music and movements, 
Ms. Thornsberry has taught them stage etiquette, and what it means to be “performance ready”.                     
Congratulations to all our performers! 

School News Continued 

mailto:cavalier@piquacatholic.org
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School News Continued 
THANK YOU!  Please support our local Business Partners 

of 2021-2022 that support us! 

Platinum ($2,000+) 
American Trademark Construction Services 
Apex Aluminum Die Casting 
Eagle Bridge Co. 
Edison State Community College 
Harmony Systems & Service 
Palmer Bolt & Supply Co. 
Park National Bank 
Paul Sherry Chrysler 
PSC Crane & Rigging 
Re/Max Finest- The Kathy Henne Team 
Richpak Corporation 
Scott Family McDonald's 
Thrivent Financial- Spencer Peltier & Mark Reedy 

Gold ($1,500+) 
Midwest Pest & Wildlife Control 
VPP Industries 
 
 

Silver ($1,000+) 
Advanced Asset Management Advisors, Inc. 
Ferguson Construction Co. 
Hampshire Cabinetry 
Hemm's Glass Shops, Inc. 
 
Bronze ($500+) 
Crayex Corporation 
Faulkner, Garmhausen, Keister & Shenk 
Galbreath Realty Service 
Genell’s Flowers 
Jackson Tube Service Inc. 
Jamieson & Yannucci Funeral Home 
McCulloch, Felger, Fite & Gutmann, Co 
Piqua Battery 
redBERRY Restaurant 

Please keep Catholic education and Piqua Catholic in your 
prayers! We will continue to pray for you each morning 
here at school.  May God’s blessings be abundant this 
Christmas season and always!   

For Jesus, Brad Zimmerman, Principal 

Lehman Catholic High School: 

In these seasons of Advent and Christmas, we want to thank all of you for your love and support of the    
Lehman Community – students, faculty, staff and parents.  Please continue your prayers and support. 

The brightest star in the Fall sports season was the girls soccer team!  They won the District but lost in the 
Regionals.  They had a tremendous season.  Congratulations! 

In the Music Department, the Marching Band and Color Guard participated in three Marching Band Contests 
in the Fall.  At the Kettering Contest the Band placed third, and the Color Guard won their division! 

The Music Department announced the Spring Musical to be “Wizard of Oz”.  It 
will be performed at the Historic Sidney Theater March 17 – 19, 2022. Tickets 
will go on sale in February and will be sold through the theatre’s website at 
sidneytheatre.org/events. There are many Piqua Catholic students to be featured 
as “Munchkins”  and in the “General Chorus”. 

The Student Council hosted a Community Blood Drive in November.  Forty-four units were collected with 
19 first-time donors.  This was 115% of the goal!  The Spring drive is scheduled for March 17, 2022. 

To celebrate the Advent season as the season to prepare for the coming of our Savior and to emphasize     
giving, the Lehman Teen Leadership Corps sponsored two major activities: “The Twelve Days of Giving” 
and “The Weekly Activity”.   

The activities of the Twelve Days of Giving were:  

Week of 11/29 – 12/3: Give a Hand; Give a Kind Word; Give a Hint; Give the Christmas Spirit; Give Warmth  
12/6 – 12/10: Give a Treat; Give a Stocking; Give a Laugh; Giving Effort; Give a Smile 

12/13 – 12/17: Give a Christmas Greeting; Give a Surprise  
12/15-12/17 Exams  
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School News Continued 

Thanks to this issue’s contributors:   
 Adult Faith, Barb Kohl; Catholic Social Services, Elaine Schweller-Snyder 

Haiti House Building Project, Ben Scott;  Mission Committee, Don Stonerock 
LCHS Class of 1971 50th Reunion, Mary Lou Fierce 

Parish Notes/Dates/Activities, Theresa Henderson, Linda Richard, Judy Lohnes 
Fatima Rosary Rally, Barb O’Leary-Vavroch  

Feature Story—Wilma Earls, Sam Wildow,  Miami Valley Today                                           
  Piqua Catholic School, Brad Zimmerman, Christy Hayes 

Lehman Catholic High School, S. Ginny 
             Religious Education & Youth Ministry, Diane Mengos 

 St. Boniface Family Life, Rose Hemm; St. Clara Ladies Society, Bonne Decknadel 
                  St. Mary Altar Society, Janet Poling; St. Mary Family Life, Gretchen Roeth 

St. Mary Summer Festival, Nick & Michelle Cox 

We’d love to hear from you . . . submit names for Soldier Story, recipes for Cooking with Family/Friends, 
book reviews, poems, travel stories, and — your ideas and suggestions.  Also, if you’d like to help with                        
writing or production, please contact Renee Hemm (778-1612 or rhemm1@woh.rr.com) or Rose Hemm      
(778-8642 or jnrhemm@yahoo.com).      The Deadline for the Spring Issue is March 15, 2022.   

In Retrospect 

The Weekly Activity included:    

(Nov. 29 – Dec. 3):  Monday was “Anything but a BACKPACK Day”.  There were lots of interesting/
creative ways to carry books and supplies!  Thursday was “Class Hallway Decorating”;  the Junior Class won 
the “teacher’s choice” award.  

(Dec. 6 – Dec10): Through the week was the TOY DRIVE.  Toys collected were given to Wilson Health ER 
for pediatric patients and children of patients. On Monday, St. Nicholas left a prayer & candy cane on each 
student’s desk.  Wednesday was Ugly Sweater or Christmas Dress up Day.  The cost to participate was $3 
and the proceeds will go to families in need.  

(Dec. 13 – Dec.17): All week was the Food Drive; with food being distributed to families in need in the   
Lehman Community.  On Monday, cards were signed by the students for active US Marines stationed in   
Japan (contact person was our own Zachary Giguere!).  Also during the week was a Secret Santa gift         
exchange   between students and  Exam Study Helps distributed to the students since exams were Wednesday 
– Friday of that week. Finally Stocking Decorating was done during study halls.  These finished products 
were given to The Pavilion nursing residents by TLC during a visit.  

Another project was undertaken by the Lehman Cheerleaders under the direction of senior Annie Stiver.  
They designed and sold a T-shirt to honor First Responders, especially Sgt. Tim Kennedy.  These were then 
worn by fans and players at the basketball game on December 3, 2021. The money from the sale was then 
given to the Kennedy family.  

In the STEM department activities are on-going.  The Engineering Inno-
vations class is preparing for TEAMS competition in March.  The Science 
Olympiad team, together with faculty and engineers, are meeting and 
practicing.  Their invitationals are January 22, 29, and February 19, 2022.  
Regional will be March 19, 2022.  Biology students are getting their     
Science Fair projects together.  Lehman Science Fair is February 9, 2022, 
and District Science Fair at Edison is March 12, 2022. Lehman’s                      
Envirothon team is also meeting and practicing. Their competition will be 
April 26, 2022, in Bellefontaine. 

The Lehman Community wishes all of you a very Blessed Christmas and a Wonderful 2022.                
Thank you again for your support of Catholic Education! 



January: 
1: Happy New Year 

3: LCHS, PPCS, CFEL Classes Resume 

3:     Charismatic Mass, St.B., 7:30 

4:     Confirmation Meeting, St. M., 6:45pm 

9:     PCS Pancake Breakfast 

17: Martin Luther King Day, No School 

17:   Teen Service Day at YMCA 

30:   Catholic Schools Week Begins 

Theme: “Catholic Schools: Faith.               

                 Excellence. Service.”  

February: 
2: PCS Open House, 5-7pm 
3: CFEL Open House, 5-7pm 

7:    Charismatic Mass, St.B., 7:30 
14: Happy Valentine’s Day 
19:   Family Movie Night,                              
 “Heaven is For Real”, 7pm 
21: Presidents’ Day, No School 
23: 1st Communion Meeting,                 

 St.B., 6:30pm 

March: 
2: Ash Wednesday 
4: Lenten Fish Frys Begin 
7: Charismatic Mass, St.B.,7:30 

13:  Confirmation, St.M., 1pm 
17: Happy St. Patrick’s Day 
17-19: LCHS Musical— “Wizard of Oz” 
21:    Kindergarten Screening 

Upcoming Dates — Please watch the bulletin for additional information. St. Boniface Catholic Church 

310 S. Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

937-773-1656; fax 773-2665 

Email: stboniface@piquaparishes.org 

 Masses:  Saturday, 3:30pm 

Sunday, 11am 

Pastoral Council President:               
Bill Hogston 

St. Mary Catholic Church 

528 Broadway, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

937-773-1327; fax 773-2665 

Email: stmary@piquaparishes.org 

Masses:  Saturday, 5pm 

Sunday, 9am 

Pastoral Council President:                 
Bob Hartings 

Parish Offices 

310 S. Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

Website: piquaparishes.org 

Pastor: Rev. Daniel P. Hunt 
                              

 

St. Mary Catholic Church 

528 Broadway 

Piqua, Ohio 45356 
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Prayer Chain—Contact Gretchen Roeth, 
937-778-0325 or 

gngroeth4266@gmail.com  

Charismatic Mass—1st Monday           
of each month, St. B.,7:30pm 

RCIA —  For more info,                     
Bill Hogston, 937-418-4323 

St. Boniface Bingo  
Monday & Wednesday Evening 

Doors Open—5pm @ DSC 

Fall Newsletter Assemblers: 

 Doug & Dolores Latham 

Betty Elliott 

Barb Kohl 

Chuck & Nancy Peltier                                        

Leroy Phyillaier 

Don & Gloria Stonerock                        

Thanks! 
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